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LICHFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

1960 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members , 

Lichfield  Rural  District  Council . 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  on  the  health  of  the  District, 
and  on  the  work  of  the  Health  Department  of  the  Council  during  1960. 

The  vital  statistics  have  been  set  out  in  the  usual  form  and  again 
compare,  on  the  whole,  quite  satisfactorily  with  the  national  figures  for  1960, 
and  with  those  of  the  District  in  previous  years. 

The  facts  and  figures  relating  to  the  various  notifiable  infectious 
diseases  are  set  out  in  some  detail  in  the  body  of  the  report.  It  will  be  seen 
that,  apart  from  one  outbreak  of  food-poisoning  of  a  fairly  mild  type,  the 
incidence  of  infectious  diseases  was  not  unduly  high. 

The  progress  of  the  Council’s  slum-clearance  programme  is  compared 
in  the  report  with  that  achieved  in  other  recent  years,  and  shows  marked 
improvement.  The  hope  is  expressed  that  present  financial  stringency  will 
not  interfere  unduly  with  the  quite  considerable  programme  now  scheduled 
for  the  next  few  years. 

More  details  are  given  than  in  other  recent  years  relating  to  the  water 
supply  of  the  District,  as  the  Minister  of  Health  has  asked  for  these  to  be 
included. 

The  Surveyor,  in  his  section  of  the  report,  has  dealt  in  some  detail 
with  the  sewerage  arrangements  in  the  various  parishes,  another  matter  on 
which  the  Minister  asked  for  detailed  information.  It  will  be  seen  that, 
although  sewerage  arrangements  for  the  District  as  a  whole  are  reasonably 
adequate,  there  is  still  a  good  deal  of  work  to  be  done  in  this  field  before 
they  can  be  considered  to  be  fully  satisfactory.  It  is  hoped,  as  a  result  of 
recent  Council  decisions,  that  this  work  can  be  expedited  in  a  very  satis¬ 
factory  way. 

The  staff  of  the  Health  Department  again  remained  unchanged  during 
the  year,  a  fact  which  was  helpful  in  securing  smooth  working  of  the 
department  as  a  whole. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  Members  and  Officers  of  the 
Council  for  their  continued  help  and  co-operation  during  1960. 

C.  E.  JAMISON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


August,  1961. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Particulars  of  area,  population,  number  of  inhabited  houses,  total 
rateable  value  of  all  property  subject  to  rates,  and  the  product  of  a  penny 
rate  are  set  out  below  in  the  same  form  as  in  previous  years  : — 


Area  (in  acres) . .  . 

Population  (as  estimated  by  Registrar  General) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 

Total  Rateable  Value . 

Net  product  of  a  Penny  Rate  . 


84,715 
40,660 
11,440 
...  £406,780 
£1,631 


It  will  be  appreciated  that  the  estimate  of  population  was  one  made  by 
the  Registrar  General  before  the  results  of  the  recent  census  were  available. 
The  figures  resulting  from  the  census  will,  of  course,  be  taken  into  account 
next  year.  The  remaining  figures,  relating  to  the  number  of  occupied 
houses,  total  rateable  value  and  product  of  a  penny  rate,  show  the  same 
steady  increases  that  have  been  characteristic  in  other  recent  years. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 

The  principal  statistics  are  enumerated  below  under  the  same  headings 
as  in  recent  years  : — 


Live  Births — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

341 

291 

632 

Illegitimate  . 

13 

13 

26 

TT  otal  •  *  *  •••  •••  ••• 

354 

304 

658 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Population  ... 

•  •  • 

16-2 

Still  Births — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

13 

16 

Illegitimate  . 

0 

0 

0 

T  otal  •••  •••  •  •  ♦  ••• 

3 

13 

16 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Total  Births  ... 

23' 7 

Deaths  in  Infants  Under  One  Week — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  . 

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate  . 

0 

0 

0 

Total  . 

5 

1 

6 

Deaths  in  Infants  Under  Four  Weeks — 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

6 

1 

7 

Illegitimate  . 

0 

0 

0 

T*  otal  ...  ...  ... 

6 

1 

7 

Neonatal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

•  •  • 

10*6 

s 


Deaths  in  Infants  Under  One  Year — 

Male  Female 

Total 

Legitimate  ...  ...  . 

10  2 

12 

Illegitimate  . 

0  1 

1 

T  otal  ...  ...  ... 

10  3 

13 

Infant  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births 

...  19*7 

Male  Female 

Total 

Deaths  (All  Ages) . 

247  211 

458 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  Population 

11*3 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  figures  relating  to  live  and  still  births,  taken 

together,  one  birth  in  every  26  was  an  illegitimate  one.  This  figure  com¬ 
pares  with  one  in  30  in  each  of  the  two  previous  years,  one  in  22  in  1957, 
and  one  in  28  in  1956. 

It  will  be  noted  that  none  of  the  still  births  were  illegitimate,  and  that 
only  one  death  occurred  in  an  illegitimate  liveborn  child.  In  view  of  the 
small  numbers  involved,  no  significant  conclusions  can  be  drawn  from  these 
figures. 

The  following  table  shows  how  the  statistics  for  1960  compare  with 
those  for  the  preceding  eight  years  : — 


Year 

Estimated 

Population 

Live  Birth 
Rate 

Still  Birth 
Rate 

Neonatal 
Death  Rate 

Infant 
Death  Rate 

Death 

Rate 

1952 

41,970 

14.4 

18.1 

18.2 

33.1 

7.7 

1953 

43,180 

13.5 

15.2 

18.9 

22.3 

8.3 

1954 

42,580 

13.6 

13.7 

26.0 

25.9 

10.3 

1955 

42,580 

12.7 

27.1 

9.3 

18.6 

10.9 

1956 

41,250 

14.3 

23.2 

22.0 

27.1 

10.9 

1957 

40,100 

15.7 

14.0 

26.8 

31.5 

10.5 

1958 

38,850 

15.4 

22.8 

13.4 

23.4 

10.3 

1959 

39,500 

15.7 

26.7 

12.9 

16.1 

11.4 

1960 

40,660 

16.2 

23.7 

10.6 

19.7 

11.3 

It  will  be  seen  that  all  the  figures  quoted,  except  the  infant  death  rate, 
compare  favourably  with  the  figures  for  the  previous  year,  and  that  the 
infant  death  rate,  although  higher  than  in  the  previous  year,  is  considerably 
less  than  the  average  of  the  previous  eight  years. 

After  adjustment  of  the  local  figures,  where  necessary,  in  accordance 
with  the  comparabilty  factor  provided  by  the  Registrar  General,  to  allow 
for  age  distribution  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  that  of  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole,  the  comparable  figures  are  as  follows  : — 


Live  Birth 

Still  Birth 

Neonatal 

Infant 

Death 

Place 

Rate 

Rate 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

Rate 

LICHFIELD  R.D. 

16.5 

23.7 

10.6 

19.7 

11.3 

England  and  Wales 

17.1 

19.7 

15.6 

21.7 

11.5 

As  in  the  previous  year,  the  birth  rate  was  slightly  below  the  national 
average,  the  still  birth  rate  rather  above,  and  the  various  death  rates  some¬ 
what  below  the  national  average.  On  the  whole,  the  picture  shown  can  be 
regarded  as  a  reasonably  favourable  one. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

The  following  table  shows  the  causes  of  death  of  persons  ordinarily 
resident  in  the  District  who  died  during  1960,  regardless  of  the  place 
where  death  actually  occurred,  with  deaths  for  the  previous  four  years  also 
shown  for  purposes  of  comparison  : — 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Total 

1956 

Total 

1957 

Total 

1958 

Total 

1959 

I960 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

0 

1 

2 

5 

2 

1 

3 

Tuberculosis,  other  than  Respiratory 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilitic  Disease  . 

4 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningococcal  Infections  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach  . 

13 

7 

9 

14 

9 

5 

14 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Lung,  Bronchus 

10 

9 

10 

8 

12 

2 

14 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Breast  . 

8 

8 

8 

6 

0 

10 

10 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  Uterus  . 

2 

4 

4 

2 

0 

1 

1 

Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

32 

24 

28 

38 

23 

14 

37 

Leukaemia  and  Aleukaemia . 

2 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

Diabetes  ...  . 

7 

4 

4 

2 

1 

3 

4 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System  ... 

64 

53 

39 

53 

32 

29 

61 

Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

42 

46 

51 

67 

40 

32 

72 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . 

10 

8 

9 

8 

7 

10 

17 

Other  Heart  Disease  . 

79 

71 

84 

61 

25 

34 

59 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  . 

19 

17 

15 

19 

15 

6 

21 

Influenza  . 

3 

8 

3 

14 

0 

1 

1 

Pneumonia  . 

14 

24 

19 

39 

9 

19 

28 

Bronchitis  . 

27 

16 

26 

24 

12 

8 

20 

Other  Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  . . . 

10 

7 

5 

7 

6 

2 

8 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  ... 

3 

8 

3 

2 

1 

0 

1 

Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

3 

1 

1 

1 

1 

0 

1 

Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

7 

7 

6 

2 

2 

0 

2 

Hyperplasia  of  Prostate  . 

4 

3 

9 

6 

3 

0 

3 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Congenital  Malformations  . 

2 

4 

2 

4 

3 

2 

5 

Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases 

70 

71 

48 

45 

25 

23 

48 

Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

4 

7 

5 

4 

9 

3 

12 

All  Other  Accidents  . 

7 

12 

7 

13 

8 

3 

11 

Suicide  ...  ...  . 

3 

5 

4 

5 

0 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

TOTALS  ... 

451 

428 

402 

450 

247 

211 

458 
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The  deaths  from  tuberculosis*  though  less  numerous  than  in  the 
previous  year,  were  still  rather  more  than  in  some  other  recent  years. 
More  details  of  these  are  given  in  a  later  paragraph  of  this  report. 

It  will  be  seen  that  no  deaths  resulted  from  the  acute  infectious 
diseases  usually  associated  with  the  years  of  childhood. 

Taking  infectious  diseases  as  a  whole,  it  is  notable  that  only  pneumonia 
and  bronchitis  caused  any  substantial  number  of  deaths  in  1960.  This  is 
in  contrast  with  1959,  when  14  deaths  resulted  from  influenza. 

Another  noteworthy  fact  shown  by  the  statistics  is  that  diseases  of  the 
heart,  other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  and  vascular  lesions  of  the 
nervous  system  together  account  for  230  of  the  total  of  458  deaths,  while 
cancers  account  for  another  77  of  the  total  number  of  deaths.  This 
demonstrates  only  too  clearly  how  big  a  part  these  diseases,  still  largely 
resistant  to  preventive  measures  and  to  medical  treatment,  are  now  playing 
in  the  causation  of  death.  Fortunately  these  diseases  are,  in  the  greater 
part,  ones  which  occur  in  the  later  part  of  life.  This  is  illustrated  by  the 
fact  that  291  of  all  the  deaths,  or  63%,  occurred  at  ages  over  70  years. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  deaths  due  to  motor- vehicle  accidents 
is  that  no  fewer  than  8  of  the  12  deaths  occurred  in  drivers  or  pillion-riders 
on  motor  cycles,  all  but  one  being  in  young  men.  It  is  only  too  obvious 
how  liable  to  serious  accident  this  vehicle  is  when  ridden  by  the  young  and 
impetuous. 

In  the  case  of  accidental  deaths  due  to  causes  other  than  motor- 
vehicle  accidents,  the  picture  in  1960  was,  as  in  previous  years,  quite 
different.  In  this  group  of  deaths,  the  majority  occurred  in  middle-aged 
males,  and  were  due  to  accidents  while  at  work  or  while  engaged  in  other 
activities  outside  the  home.  Those  deaths  occurring  in  females  all  occurred 
in  the  elderly,  and  were  due  in  each  case  to  complications  following  fracture 
of  the  thigh-bone,  sustained  in  the  home.  The  frequency  of  this  type  of 
accidental  death  has  been  remarked  on  in  previous  reports. 

The  causes  of  death  of  infants  dying  before  the  age  of  one  year  are 
given  below,  together  with  particulars  of  the  stage  of  infancy  reached  at 
the  time  of  death : — 


Stated  Causes  of  Death 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  and 
under  3  months 

3  months  and 
under  6  months 

6  months  and 
under  9  months 

9  months  and 
under  1  year 

Total  Deaths 
under  1  year 
of  age 

Prematurity  and  Atelectasis 

5 

5 

5 

Congenital  Abnormalities . . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

.... 

2 

Respiratory  Infections 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

Misadventure 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

■  — 

■■  .. 

1 

Other  diseases  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Totals  ... 

6 

1 

— 

— 

7 

2 

1 

2 

1 

13 
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As  has  been  stated  in  earlier  paragraphs,  the  figures  compare  favourably 
with  those  of  the  District  for  previous  years,  and  with  those  of  the  country 
as  a  whole  in  1960. 

The  figures  show  that,  as  in  other  recent  years,  the  majority  of  infant 
deaths  occurred  during  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  and  were  largely  due  to 
prematurity.  The  causes  of  premature  birth  are  still,  of  course,  obscure,  in 
spite  of  considerable  investigation  in  recent  years. 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases, 
other  than  tuberculosis,  notified  during  the  year,  and  also  shows,  for 
comparison,  the  number  of  cases  notified  in  each  of  the  preceding  ten  years 


Disease 

Total 

1950 

Total 

1951 

Total 

1952 

Total 

1953 

Total 

1954 

Total 

1955 

Total 

1956 

Total 

1957 

Total 

1958 

Total 

1959 

Total 

1960 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

59 

132 

42 

59 

65 

16 

20 

27 

35 

43 

39 

Whooping  Cough 

97 

244 

75 

101 

52 

20 

62 

79 

22 

27 

50 

Measles 

371 

454 

109 

690 

13 

461 

23 

655 

258 

196 

61 

Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

16 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Paralytic 
Poliomyelitis  ... 

9 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

56 

102 

44 

59 

42 

19 

20 

17 

33 

69 

34 

Dysentery 

2 

123 

23 

2 

18 

23 

26 

6 

8 

23 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

4 

76 

— 

6 

— ■ 

— 

4 

10 

6 

3 

61 

Erysipelas 

1 

3 

4 

4 

11 

6 

11 

5 

3 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum  . . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

Meningococcal 

Infection 

1 

1 

5 

2 

— 

— 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

1 

1 

The  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  similar  to  those  recorded  in 
other  recent  years.  The  disease  was  again  of  a  mild  character,  and  most 
patients  were  treated  at  home  by  their  family  doctors. 

In  the  case  of  whooping  cough,  the  number  of  cases  was  larger  than  in 
the  two  preceding  years,  but  considerably  smaller  than  the  average  number 
of  cases  reported  in  the  first  half  of  the  previous  decade,  before  the  intro¬ 
duction  of  preventive  inoculation  against  the  disease.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  this  protection  is  extremely  valuable  in  early  infancy,  when  the  disease 
can  be  very  severe,  or  even  fatal,  in  its  effects.  The  parents  of  more  than 
500  infants  took  advantage  of  this  service  during  the  year. 

Measles  was  much  less  prevalent  than  in  the  previous  year,  thus 
showing  again  the  biennial  incidence  so  characteristic  of  this  disease.  As 
there  is  still  no  immunising  agent  available  which  gives  protection  over  any 
reasonable  period  of  time,  it  is  fortunate  that  the  disease  was,  on  the  whole, 
of  the  usual  reasonably  mild  character. 
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For  the  third  year  in  succession,  no  case  of  either  paralytic  or  non¬ 
paralytic  poliomyelitis  was  notified.  This  is  an  ample  and  satisfactory  reward 
for  the  enormous  efforts  made  by  both  County  Council  staff  and  general  medical 
practitioners  in  vaccinating  children  and  adults  in  the  eligible  age-groups. 
While  separate  figures  for  poliomyelitis  vaccination  are  not  available  for  the 
District,  I  would  estimate,  from  what  data  are  available,  that  more  than 
12,000  persons  have  now  received  primary  vaccination,  including  about 
2,500  vaccinated  during  1960,  and  that  about  8,000  of  the  total  have  had  a 
booster  dose  of  vaccine,  including  over  5,000  done  during  1960.  As  each 
primary  vaccination  requires  two  innoculations,  and  as  each  innoculation, 
whether  primary  or  booster  has  to  be  arranged,  carried  out  and  recorded,  it 
can  be  imagined  that,  even  spread  over  three  or  four  years,  this  programme 
represents  a  very  large  volume  of  time-consuming  work.  It  is  regrettable 
that,  although  given  ample  opportunities,  so  many  adults  who  had  received 
primary  vaccination  did  not  bother  to  come  along  for  their  booster  doses, 
even  though,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  the  person  concerned  was  informed 
in  writing  of  the  time  and  place  where  the  booster  dose  could  be  obtained. 


The  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia  notified  was  similar  to  figures 
recorded  in  other  recent  years.  The  majority  of  the  notifications  related  to 
the  disease  occurring  as  a  complication  of  influenza. 

The  considerable  increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  food-poisoning 
notified  was  due  to  an  outbreak  of  a  fairly  mild  type  of  food-poisoning, 
which  occurred  in  an  institution.  No  very  serious  illness  resulted,  and  the 
outbreak  was  of  quite  short  duration.  The  remaining  cases  were  sporadic 
in  character,  involving  persons,  mostly  children,  living  in  different  parts  of 
the  District.  Full  investigation  of  all  cases  was  carried  out  in  consultation 
with  the  Medical  Director  of  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  any 
necessary  precautions  taken. 

The  continued  absence  of  any  cases  of  diphtheria  or  smallpox  was 
again  a  pleasant  feature  of  the  figures  for  the  year.  It  is  reasonable  to 
attribute  the  continued  freedom  from  diphtheria  to  the  immunisation 
programme  carried  out  over  many  years.  Unfortunately,  this  work  has 
been  unavoidably  interfered  with  by  the  massive  poliomyelitis  vaccination 
programme.  However,  every  effort  is  now  being  made  to  make  up  the 
leeway  in  this  field,  and  2,935  immunisations  were  carried  out  during  the 
year.  It  is  hoped  to  complete  the  backlog  of  this  work  within  the  next  few 
months.  In  the  case  of  smallpox,  the  position  is  rather  different,  as  the 
number  of  vaccinations  carried  out,  274  in  1960,  is  relatively  small,  and  is 
obviously  not  a  major  factor  in  preventing  the  spread  of  the  disease  in  the 
community.  This  does  not,  however,  alter  the  fact  that  smallpox  vaccination 
does  give  a  considerable  degree  of  protection  to  the  individual  against  the 
disease,  if  he  or  she  is  ever  unlucky  enough  to  come  into  contact  with  it.  A 
further  advantage  of  having  it  done  in  childhood  is  that  it  makes  revaccina¬ 
tion  in  later  life,  when  required  because  of  contact  with  the  infection  or 
when  going  abroad,  much  easier.  It  is  unfortunate,  for  these  reasons,  that 
more  parents  do  not  avail  themselves  of  the  service,  which  is  freely  available 
through  the  family  doctor. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

Particulars  of  this  disease  are,  as  in  previous  years,  given  separately 
from  those  for  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases.  The  following  table  shows 
the  numbers  of  new  cases  and  of  deaths  from  the  disease  during  1960,  and 
also  the  age-groups  of  the  persons  concerned  : — 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

AGE  PERIOD 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmt 

Dnary 

Pulm< 

mary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  15  years 

— . 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 20  years 

1 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

20 — 25  years 

I 

2 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years 

— 

2 

— 

- — 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

35 — 45  years 

2 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

45 — 55  years 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Over  65  years 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

5 

— 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

It  will  be  seen  that  new  cases  of  the  disease  occurred,  almost  without 
exception,  in  adults,  and  that  the  incidence  was  fairly  evenly  divided 
between  the  various  age-groups,  with  the  exception  of  what  may  be  regarded 
as  the  period  of  middle-age.  This  is  fairly  well  in  accordance  with  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  most  recent  years. 

Of  the  four  deaths,  it  is  noteworthy  that  three  occurred  in  persons  over 
65  years  of  age.  It  is  obvious  that  deaths  from  the  disease  are  tending 
more  and  more  to  occur  in  this  age-group,  where  there  are  many  patients 
suffering  from  the  disease  in  its  more  chronic  and  drug-resistant  form. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  new  cases  and  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  during  the  last  two  decades  : — 


YEAR 

NE\X 

J  CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1941 

22 

4 

14 

5 

1942 

12 

6 

14 

7 

1943 

15 

2 

11 

3 

1944 

21 

4 

14 

2 

1945 

11 

3 

7 

4 

1946 

19 

6 

11 

2 

1947 

22 

7 

11 

3 

1948 

22 

6 

6 

1 

1949 

21 

5 

3 

— 

1950 

20 

12 

5 

2 

1951 

18 

9 

6 

1 

1952 

24 

10 

3 

2 

1953 

30 

3 

6 

— 

1954 

37 

7 

9 

1 

1955 

18 

5 

— 

— 

1956 

18 

3 

— 

— 

1957 

24 

2 

1 

1 

1958 

14 

4 

2 

— 

1959 

16 

— 

5 

— 

1960 

10 

1 

4 

— 

11 


The  figures  are  again  satisfactory  in  so  far  as  they  show  an  imrovement 
over  the  previous  year.  The  reduced  number  of  new  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  is  particularly  encouraging,  as  it  brings  the  number  of  new 
cases  down  to  the  lowest  figure  recorded  during  the  period  surveyed.  The 
one  new  case  of  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  compares  with  a  complete 
absence  of  this  type  of  disease  in  1959,  but  again  shows  the  large  steps  that 
have  now  been  made  towards  its  elimination  since  the  eradication  of 
tuberculosis  infection  from  the  milk  supply  of  the  country  and  the  insti¬ 
tution  of  arrangements  for  the  heat-treatment  of  raw  milk  before  distribution 
to  the  public. 

In  connection  with  the  eradication  of  tuberculosis  from  the  national 
dairy  herd,  it  may  be  mentioned  that,  for  the  first  time,  sampling  of  milk 
produced  in  the  District  during  1960  did  not  reveal  the  presence  of  any 
tubercle  bacilli. 

Arrangements  for  the  treatment  of  infected  patients  and  the  follow-up 
of  contacts  of  infection  remained  as  in  previous  years. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Arrangements  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  remained  as  in  previous 
years.  No  details  are  available  as  to  the  number  of  patients  from  the 
District  receiving  treatment  during  the  year. 

ANTHRAX 

Only  one  case  was  reported  during  the  year  of  anthrax  being  diagnosed 
in  an  animal.  This  case  was  later  confirmed. 

During  the  year  anthrax  in  human  beings  became  a  notifiable  infection. 
No  case  was  reported,  however,  during  the  part  of  the  year  after  the  new 
arrangements  came  into  force. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES 

The  existing  arrangements  with  the  County  Chemical  and  Public 
Health  Laboratories  were  continued  during  the  year,  and  again  proved  fully 
satisfactory. 


HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION 

Circumstances  in  this  field  remained  as  described  in  previous  reports 
including,  in  particular,  the  continued  shortage  of  beds  for  the  aged  chronic 
sick.  It  now  appears  likely  that,  as  a  result  of  changes  being  made  at  the 
Lichfield  hospitals,  an  increased  number  of  beds  will  be  available  for  this 
service  in  the  fairly  near  future. 

The  existing  arrangements,  whereby  information  is  made  available  to 
the  Hospital  Management  Committee  regarding  the  home  conditions  of  aged 
chronic  sick  and  maternity  patients,  were  continued  during  the  year  in  an 
effort  to  secure  as  fair  an  allocation  as  possible  of  those  beds  available  for 
these  types  of  patients. 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES 

These  services  were,  as  in  previous  years,  administered  through  the 
Lichfield  Area  Health  Committee,  on  which  the  Council  is  represented. 

Possibly  the  most  notable  features  of  the  work  were  the  continued 
expansion  of  the  immunisation  and  vaccination  services,  mentioned  in  other 
sections  of  this  report,  and  the  home  help  service.  The  latter  service  is  now 
proving  very  useful  in  helping  the  greatly  increased  numbers  of  old  people 
who  are  now  living  alone. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  and  1951 

No  action  was  taken  during  1960  to  compel  the  removal  of  any  person 
either  to  hostel  or  hospital. 

LABELLING  OF  FOOD  ORDER,  1953 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

Arrangements  for  the  inspection  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or 
sold  continued  as  in  previous  years. 

The  results  of  sampling  carried  out  by  the  County  Council’s  sampling 
officers  in  Lichfield  have  been  obtained,  through  the  courtesy  of  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  are  as  follows  : — 


NATURE  OF  FOOD 


MILK— 

Milk . 

Milk  Tuberculin  Tested . 

Milk  Tuberculin  Tested  Channel  Islands 


Number 

of 

Samples 


42 


GENERAL  FOODS  AND  DRUGS— 


Bitter  Lemon  Drink 

Boneless  Chicken  in  Jelly 

Butter  Sweets 

Butter  Puffs 

Chicken  Jelly 

Cheddar  Cheese 

Condensed  Milk 

Christmas  Pudding 

Cough  Balsam 

Corned  Beef  with  Cereal 

Chocolate  Blanc  Mange  Powder 

Corned  Beef 

Dressed  Crab  (3) 

Egg  &  Milk  Flavoured  Toffee 

Fish  Cakes 

Fish  Sticks  (Frozen) 

Fruit  Conserve — Raspberry 

Fruit  Drink 

Fruit  Salad 

Fruit  Sauce 

Fish  Paste — Shrimp 


Garden  Peas 
Golden  Breadcrumbs 
Instant  Coffee 

Milk  Chocolate  Turkish  Delight 
Mince  Pies 

Malt  Vinegar  with  Caramel 
Meat  Paste — Pork  and  Beef 
Oranges  in  Syrup 
Pork  Dripping  (2) 

Potato  Crisps 
Peeled  Tomatoes 
Plain  Flour 
Red  Salmon  (2) 

Red  Plum  Jam 
Soluble  Aspirin 
Spaghetti  Bolognese 
Sterilised  Cream 
Shredded  Beef  Suet 
Sild  in  Tomato 
Spirits  (12) 


56 
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All  the  samples  of  milk  proved  to  be  unadulterated,  but  of  the  other 
samples  examined  four  were  found  to  be  below  standard.  The  latter 
samples  included  two  of  pork  dripping,  one  of  which  contained  only  91*5% 
fat  and  contained  added  colouring  matter,  although  the  label  did  not  show 
list  of  contents,  while  the  second  sample  contained  artificial  colouring 
matter  and  ingredients  additional  to  pork  dripping,  which  should  have  been 
declared.  The  other  two  sub-standard  samples  were  of  dressed  crab,  one 
of  which  contained  only  90%  and  the  other  only  92%  crab  meat,  whereas 
they  should  have  contained  not  less  than  95%  crab  meat.  Further  investi¬ 
gations  were  proceeding  in  all  these  cases  at  the  time  the  report  was  made. 

The  results  of  examination  of  milk  for  cleanliness,  efficient  pasteur¬ 
isation,  sterilisation,  and  presence  or  absence  of  the  organism  causing 
tuberculosis  were  as  follows : — 


DETAILS  (AND  SIGNIFICANCE)  OF  TESTS 

Meth.  Blue 

Phosphatase 

Turbidity 

Biological 

Grade  of  Milk 

(Cleanliness) 

(Efficient 

(Efficient 

(Tuber- 

Pasteurisa- 

Sterilisa- 

culosis) 

tion) 

tion) 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

T.T . 

25 

2 

_ 

— 

_ 

_ 

5 

— 

T.T.  (Past.) 

63 

2 

86 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pasteurised 

61 

— 

74 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sterilised  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

58 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

149 

4 

160 

— 

58 

— 

5 

— 

These  results  are,  in  general,  better  than  in  the  previous  year,  as  a 
smaller  proportion  of  samples  failed  the  methylene  blue  test,  while  all  the 
samples  submitted  for  other  tests  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  in  relation 
to  the  matters  for  which  they  were  examined. 


WATER  SUPPLY 

As  the  Minister  of  Health  has  requested  a  very  detailed  report  on  this 
subject  on  this  occasion,  I  append  below  a  report  in  the  appropriate  form, 
for  which  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  R.  H.  Taylor,  Engineer-in-Chief  to  the 
South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company  : — 

1.  The  water  supply  during  1960  was  satisfactory  both  in  quality  and 
quantity. 

2.  The  supply  to  the  Lichfield  Rural  District  Council  is  derived  from 
eleven  pumping  stations  which  supply  not  only  the  Rural  District  but  other 
areas  as  well. 

Regular  and  frequent  samples  from  all  stations  are  examined  both 
bacteriologically  and  chemically  and  where  treatment  is  practised  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  of  the  raw  water  are  carried  out. 
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Samples  are  regularly  examined  from  the  service  reservoir  and  re¬ 
pumping  station  at  Gentleshaw,  as  well  as  from  various  taps  and  hydrants 
in  the  area. 

52  samples  from  Gentleshaw  reservoir  were  all  free  from  coliform 
bacteria,  while  of  the  52  samples  from  the  repumping  station  51  were  free 
from  all  types  of  coliform  bacteria. 

150  samples  from  taps  and  hydrants  were  examined  of  which  145  were 
free  from  all  types  of  coliform  bacteria. 

Owing  to  the  number  of  sources  and  the  relatively  large  area  of  dis¬ 
tribution,  wide  variations  in  the  chemical  composition  of  the  water  supplied 
are  found. 


In  1960  the  average  hardness  of  the  water  at  various  places  was  as 
follows : — 


Chase  Terrace 
Clifton  Campville 
Fradley  ... 
Hamstall  Ridware 
Little  Aston 


125  parts  per  million 


174 

250 

180 

229 


33 

33 

33 

33 


33 

33 

33 

33 


33 

33 

33 

33 


3.  The  waters  are  not  liable  to  plumbo  solvency.  The  116  tap  samples 
were  free  from  any  appreciable  quantities  of  lead. 


4.  Chlorination  is  practised  at  most  of  the  pumping  stations,  but  this  is 
largely  precautionary.  In  cases  of  possible  contamination,  following  burst 
or  damaged  pipes,  emptying  reservoirs,  etc.,  emergency  chlorination  of  the 
affected  fitting  or  structure  is  carried  out  and  special  apparatus  and  staff  are 
available  for  the  purpose. 

New  mains  are  not  brought  into  use  until  the  water  has  been  examined 
and  pronounced  satisfactory. 

5.  (a)  The  number  of  houses  supplied  direct  at  31st  December,  I960,  was 
9085,  and  the  estimated  population  of  these  houses,  based  on  an  average  of 
3*4  persons  per  house,  was  30,900.  It  is  regretted  that  the  figure  quoted 
for  the  number  of  houses  supplied  cannot  be  directly  compared  with  similar 
figures  for  previous  years  owing  to  an  alteration  in  the  method  of  compu¬ 
tation.  For  instance,  lock-up  shops  and  similar  premises  which  had 
previously  been  included  are  now  omitted. 


Alrewas . 

584 

Armitage  . 

589 

Brindley  Heath  ... 

260 

Burntwood  . 

...  3437 

Clifton  Campville 

88 

Colton  ... 

98 

Curborough  and  Elmhurst 

34 

Drayton  Bassett 

158 

Elford 

108 

Edingale  . 

78 

Chorley . 

63 

15 


Fisherwick  . 

22 

Hammerwich  . 

689 

Hamstall  Ridware 

56 

Harlaston  . 

67 

Hints  . 

39 

Kings  Bromley . 

126 

Longdon 

275 

Mavesyn  Ridware 

124 

Shenstone 

...  1564 

Streethay 

64 

Swinfen  and  Packington 

87 

Thorpe  Constantine 

17 

Wall  . 

120 

Weeford 

44 

Whittington  . 

294 

Wigginton  . 

Total  ...  9085 


(b)  The  number  of  houses  supplied  by  means  of  standpipes  at  31st 
December,  I960,  was  29,  or  an  estimated  population  of  99  persons  served 
by  this  means  based  on  the  average  of  3*4  persons  per  house. 

It  is  regretted  that  information  is  not  available  regarding  the  breaking 
down  of  this  figure  into  the  respective  parishes. 

After  dealing  with  the  matters  specified  by  the  Minister,  Mr.  Taylor 
goes  on  to  report  that  only  two  of  the  waters  derived  from  the  eleven 
pumping  stations  supplying  the  District  contain  any  fluoride,  and  that 
water  from  these  sections  is  used  to  only  a  limited  extent  in  the  District. 
In  view  of  the  lack  of  success  which  attended  previous  efforts  to  secure 
fluoridation  of  local  piped  water  supplies,  and  as  there  has  been  no  material 
change  in  the  situation  since  that  time,  no  further  comment  is  made  on  this 
matter. 


PUBLIC  SWIMMING  BATHS 

As  the  Minister  of  Health  has  asked  for  certain  information  relating  to 
public  swimming  baths  to  be  included  in  this  report,  I  place  on  record  at 
this  point  that  there  are  no  swimming  baths  in  the  District  which  come 
within  this  catergory. 


HOUSING 

I  recorded  in  my  report  for  1958  an  increase  in  the  number  of  families 
on  the  waiting  list,  from  639  at  the  beginning  to  671  at  the  end  of  that  year. 
During  1959  the  number  of  families  on  the  waiting  list  further  increased 
from  the  figures  of  671,  mentioned  above,  to  690.  This  increase  occurred 
in  spite  of  the  rehousing  of  93  families  in  new  and  55  families  in  relet 
Council  houses  during  the  year.  Of  the  total  of  148  houses  let  or  relet,  25 
were  let  to  overspill  tenants  from  Birmingham,  32  to  tenants  of  property 
being  demolished,  and  91  to  tenants  from  the  general  part  of  the  waiting 
list. 
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The  allocation  of  houses  to  slum  clearance  allowed  the  remaining 
families  from  Pavior’s  Row,  Hammerwhich,  and  some  of  the  tenants  from 
The  Square,  Edingale,  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  to  be  rehoused,  but 
did  not,  owing  to  circumstances  outside  the  Council’s  control,  permit  the 
rehousing  of  the  tenants  from  the  clearance  areas  in  Colton.  It  was,  how¬ 
ever,  possible  during  the  year  to  rehouse  a  number  of  tenants  from  other 
property,  largely  in  the  parish  of  Burntwood,  regarding  which  clearance 
action  had  been  instituted  more  recently  than  in  the  cases  mentioned  above. 


The  following  table  shows  the  statutory  action  taken  by  the  Council 
during  1960  in  relation  to  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation : — 


PROPERTY 

STATUTORY  ACTION 

41-45  Brook  End, 

Fazeley. 

Demolition  Orders, 

22nd  January,  1960. 

2  Barratt’s  Square, 

Fazeley. 

Demolition  Order, 

26th  February,  1960. 

2-20  Lichfield  Road, 

Burntwood. 

Demolition  Orders, 

25th  March,  1960. 

House  at  Canal  Side, 

Hopwas. 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

25th  March,  1960. 

218  and  220  Chorley  Road, 

Chase  Terrace. 

Demolition  Orders, 

22nd  April,  1960. 

Three  Cottages,  Holly  Bank, 
Armitage. 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

22nd  April,  1960. 

1,  2,  3,  4  &  5  Richmond  Terrace, 
High  Street,  Chasetown. 

Demolition  Orders, 

27th  May,  1960. 

Marsh  Cottages  (2), 

Whittington. 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

27th  May,  1960. 

36-40  Brook  End, 

Fazeley. 

Demolition  Orders, 

24th  June,  1960. 

7-37  Queen  Street, 

Chasetown. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 

25th  November,  1960. 

101-107A  Queen  Street  and 

1-5  Cottage  Lane,  Chasetown. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 

25th  November,  1960. 

2-20  Cottage  Lane  and  111-119 
Queen  Street,  Chasetown. 

Compulsory  Purchase  Order, 

25th  November,  1960. 

House  in  P  egg’s  Lane, 
Gentleshaw. 

Undertaking  Accepted, 

21st  December,  1960. 

TOTAL 

70  HOUSES 
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The  total  of  70  houses,  represented  in  1960,  compares  with  figures  of 
18  houses  in  1959,  8  houses  in  1958,  37  houses  in  1957,  22  houses  in  1956 
and  19  houses  in  1955,  and  reflects  the  increasing  numbers  of  Council 
houses  being  completed,  following  the  resumption  of  large-scale  housing 
projects  after  the  reductions  necessitated  by  the  financial  crisis  of  1957. 
Plans  are  now  well  advanced  for  fairly  considerable  slum-clearance  during 
the  present  year  in  certain  parishes.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  renewed  financial 
stringency  in  the  County  as  a  whole,  will  not  interfere  unduly  with  future 
clearance  action,  which  has  been  scheduled  to  take  place  during  the  next 
five  years  or  so. 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  to  1959 

The  necessary  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  the  following  work  being  dealt  with  during  the  year : — 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

NUMBER  OF 

PREMISES 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 
tics  •  •  •  •  •  • 

19 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  . . 

82 

30 

2 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out -workers’ 
premises) 

30 

18 

1 

Total 

131 

50 

3 

— 
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The  following  table  sets  out  the  defects  found,  and  action  taken,  as  a 
result  of  inspections  carried  out : — 


PARTICULARS 

(1) 

Number  of  Cases  in  which 
Defects  were  Found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleanliness 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

Unreasonable  temperatures 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient  . . 

1 

1 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec¬ 
tive 

1 

1 

2 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 
relating  to  Out-work) 

-  -  -  - 

- 

■ 

__ 

—  -■ 

Total 

6 

6 

— 

4 

— 
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Very  little  outwork,  of  the  type  covered  by  the  Factories  Acts,  is  done 
in  the  District.  Relevant  particulars  relating  to  those  so  employed  are  set 
out  below : — 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
Out¬ 
workers  in 
August  list 
required 
by  Section 
110  (l)(c) 
(2) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

(3) 

No.  of 
prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
failure 
to  supply 
lists 

(4) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 
premises 

(5) 

Notices 

served 

(6) 

Prosecu¬ 

tions 

(7) 

Wearing 

Apparel 

Making 

etc., 

►  Cleaning 
and 

Washing 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

Electro-plate 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carding,  etc.,  of 
buttons,  etc. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERS 

(Prepared  by  Mr.  J.  G.  Rimand,  M.I.Mun.E.,  Engineer  and  Surveyor). 

Generally  throughout  the  district  disposal  works  have  been  well 
maintained  by  the  workmen  employed  by  you.  Final  effluents  have  on  the 
whole  been  generally  of  a  reasonable  standard,  no  doubt  due  to  the 
improvements  and  enlargements  of  certain  of  the  existing  works  and  the 
coming  into  operation  of  new  works.  During  the  year  a  Sewage  Works’ 
Manager  and  Chemist  has  been  appointed  which  enables  closer  attention 
to  be  given  to  works  and  with  the  proposals  now  in  hand  the  general 
improvement  should  continue. 

Alrewas. — Sewage  disposal  works  at  Alrewas  are  working  satisfactorily 
but  the  flow  from  the  village  continues  to  increase.  As  a  result,  the  works 
is  now  operating  to  capacity. 

Proposals  for  extending  this  works  will  be  prepared  in  the  near  future. 
The  cleaning  out  of  the  brook-course  has  been  put  in  hand  during  the  year. 

In  the  village  of  Fradley  the  general  sewage  system  is  unsatisfactory 
and  steps  will  have  to  be  taken  at  a  later  date,  either  to  connect  same  to  the 
Alrewas  system  or  to  provide  separate  disposal  works. 

Armitage  and  Longdon. — The  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  scheme 
for  these  parishes  is  working  very  satisfactorily.  The  small  sewage  disposal 
works  at  Armitage  has  had  its  reserve  capacity  absorbed  and  consideration 
has  been  given  to  its  being  replaced  with  a  pumping  plant,  discharging  into 
the  new  disposal  works.  Proposals  for  this  will  be  prepared  in  due  course. 

Brindley  Heath. — The  new  disposal  works  is  working  satisfactorily, 
as  is  also  the  older  works  at  Penkridge  Bank. 

Burntwood. — The  pumping  station  at  Cannock  Road  is  working 
satisfactorily,  but  the  Peters  Lane  disposal  works  is  seriously  overloaded  and 
in  need  of  enlargement,  the  chief  problem  being  the  large  quantities  of 
storm  water  and  sludge  that  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

The  works  at  Chasetown,  to  which  minor  improvements  were  carried 
out,  are  working  reasonably  satisfactorily. 

The  Council  have  approved  the  preparation  of  proposals  for  the 
enlargement  and  modernisation  of  the  sewage  and  sewerage  disposal  scheme 
in  this  parish.  The  preparation  of  the  scheme  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry  is  now  nearing  completion,  and  should  be  submitted  for  consid¬ 
eration  during  the  coming  year. 

Clifton  Campville. — The  new  works  and  sewerage  system  are  now 
working  satisfactorily. 

Colton. — Conditions  show  little  change  in  the  parish,  but  proposals 
for  the  new  works  and  sewerage  system  are  in  hand,  and  a  scheme  will 
shortly  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 
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Curborough  and  Elmhurst.— -The  pumping  station  and  disposal 
works  near  to  the  outfall  of  the  sewer  near  the  Elmhurst  portion  of  the 
parish  has  effected  a  considerable  improvement. 

Drayton  Bassett. — The  pumping  station  and  disposal  works  are 
working  satisfactorily.  The  general  sewerage  of  the  village  is  however 
unsatisfactory  and  a  new  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  submission  to  the 
Ministry.  The  pumping  station  at  Drayton  Manor  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Edingale. — The  small  pumping  station  and  disposal  works  which  was 
constructed  to  deal  with  the  Council  houses  is  working  satisfactorily. 

The  general  sewerage  system  of  the  village,  howTever,  is  most  unsatis¬ 
factory,  and  steps  will  have  to  be  taken  at  a  very  early  date  to  prepare  a 
proper  scheme. 

Farewell  and  Chorley. — The  works  dealing  with  the  Council  houses 
is  working  satisfactorily  and  provision  is  being  made  in  the  Burntwood 
Scheme  for  sewering  the  village  of  Chorley. 

Fazeley. — The  sewage  from  Fazeley  is  dealt  with  by  the  Tamworth 
Joint  Sewage  Committee,  passing  from  the  main  sewer  in  the  Watling 
Street,  under  the  canal  to  Tamworth.  The  pumping  station  at  Brookend, 
Fazeley,  is  working  satisfactorily  and  the  new  pumping  station  and 
storage  tank  in  Longwood  is  now  in  use. 

Hammerwich. — The  Watling  Street  disposal  works  which  were 
completed  last  year  is  working  satisfactorily. 

The  Newtown  scheme  has  been  completed  during  the  year  and  is 
working  satisfactorily. 

The  pumping  station  at  Triangle  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Hamstall  Ridware. — A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the  sewering 
of  this  village,  and  it  now  appears  likely  that  same  will  be  carried  out  in 
the  near  future. 

Harlaston. — The  disposal  works  is  working  satisfactorily. 

Hopwas. — These  works,  which  were  reconstructed  before  the  war,  are 
working  satisfactorily. 

Kings  Bromley. — A  scheme  has  been  prepared  for  the  sewering  of 
this  village  and  the  construction  of  a  small  disposal  works.  It  appears 
likely  that  it  will  be  carried  out  in  the  near  future. 

Mavesyn  Ridware. — The  small  pumping  stations  and  disposal  plants 
constructed  in  Hill  Ridware  and  Blithbury  in  order  to  deal  with  sewage  from 
the  Council  houses  are  working  satisfactorily.  The  scheme  for  Hill  Ridware 
has  been  submitted  to  the  Ministry  whose  decision  is  now  awaited. 
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Shenstone. — The  new  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  schemes  for  the 
village  of  Shenstone  and  the  pumping  stations  at  Lynn  Lane  and  Woodend 
are  working  satisfactorily.  The  disposal  works  at  Little  Aston  are  giving  a 
reasonable  effluent,  despite  the  fact  that  they  are  seriously  overloaded.  The 
enlargement  of  this  works,  with  a  view  to  dealing  with  a  portion  of  the 
Aldridge  Urban  District  is  proceeding,  and  will  be  completed  during  the 
coming  year. 

The  disposal  works  at  Stonnall  are  coping  satisfactorily  with  the 
increased  flow  from  the  development  now  taking  place  in  Stonnall,  but  some 
improvements  will  have  to  be  carried  out  in  the  future  to  improve  the  fall 
through  the  works. 


Streethay. — These  works  were  reconstructed  during  the  war  in  order 
to  deal  with  the  flow  from  the  W.A.A.F.  Camp.  A  modern  bacteria  bed 
and  humus  tanks  have  been  provided,  and  these  are  working  satisfactorily. 


Swinfen  and  Packington.— The  disposal  works  at  Botany  Bay,  to 
deal  with  the  Council  housing  estate  is  working  very  satisfactorily. 


Wall. — The  disposal  works  in  this  village  is  working  satisfactorily. 
The  Muckley  Corner  end  of  the  parish  will,  however,  need  attention  and 
has  been  included  in  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  adjoining  village  of 
Hammerwich  as  part  of  the  Burntwood  scheme. 


Whittington. — The  disposal  works  in  this  village  is  working  satisfact¬ 
orily.  Consideration,  however,  will  have  to  be  given  in  the  not  so  distant 
future  for  the  modernising  of  same.  In  the  meantime,  the  new  pumping 
plant  is  giving  a  very  much  improved  service. 


Wigginton. — Conditions,  in  the  portion  of  Wigginton  village  which  is 
sewered,  are  quite  good,  the  disposal  being  carried  out  by  the  Tamworth 
Sewerage  Joint  Committee. 


Elford,  Gentleshaw,  Hints  and  Weeford. — There  is  no  change  to 
report  in  the  sewerage  conditions  existing  in  these  parishes,  which  have  been 
considered,  along  with  the  remainder  of  the  district,  by  the  Health 
Committee,  to  whom  a  report  has  been  presented.  This  report  makes 
certain  recommendations  as  to  the  order  of  the  priority  in  which  the  works 
detailed  in  it  shall  be  carried  out,  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  implement 
the  Committee’s  decision. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Lichfield  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Sanitary 
Administration  of  the  District  for  1960. 

Unfortunately  at  the  very  time  I  had  set  aside  to  undertake  the 
preparation  of  this  I  was  away  from  the  Office  due  to  indisposition,  for 
several  weeks,  and  the  report  is  for  this  reason  considerably  curtailed. 

The  work  of  the  department  continued  during  the  year  on  much  the 
same  plane  as  in  immediate  past  years. 

Food  Inspection  again  took  up  much  of  the  Inspectorial  time,  account¬ 
ing  in  the  aggregate  for  the  services  of  one  full  time  officer  on  meat 
inspection  alone.  The  Report  on  Slaughterhouse  Facilities  called  for  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1958,  was  completed  and  sub¬ 
mitted  in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  but  the  approval  of  the  Ministry 
concerned  had  not  been  received  by  the  Council  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
The  Council  recommended  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  to  fix  the  1st  July, 
1961,  as  the  date  by  which  the  construction  regulations  should  apply  to  all 
slaughterhouses  in  the  district. 

During  the  year  under  review  The  Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of 
Development  Act,  1960,  came  into  operation.  This  was  a  very  welcome  and 
overdue  piece  of  legislation  and  will  enable  the  vexed  matter  of  caravan  sites 
to  be  dealt  with  in  a  much  improved  manner  than  has  formerly  been  the 
case. 


The  work  of  Slum  Clearance  has  proceeded  steadily  during  the  year, 
and  as  the  details  of  this  are  fully  included  in  another  part  of  this  report, 
there  is  possibly  no  need  for  me  to  go  into  further  detail  regarding  this 
aspect  of  departmental  work  other  than  to  say  that  it  has  called  for  a  great 
deal  of  time  to  be  expended  in  the  preparation  of  the  various  aspects  of  it. 

Finally,  I  am  indebted  to  the  Council  and  to  my  colleagues  for  their 
continued  support  and  assistance  at  all  times  during  the  year. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

GEORGE  LEEDER, 

August,  1961.  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

During  the  year  a  total  of  eight  samples  of  water  from  domestic 
premises  were  submitted  for  analysis. 

Five  of  these  were  from  the  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company’s 
main  supply  and  all  were  satisfactorily  reported  on.  The  other  three 
samples  were  taken  from  well  supplies  and  in  each  case  the  report  was  an 
unsatisfactory  one  and  steps  were  taken  to  improve  each  of  the  supplies 
concerned. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 
1st  April,  1960 — 31st  March,  1961 


(a)  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 


This  service  has  continued  throughout  the  year  on  a  basis  which  has 
given  little  cause  for  other  than  minor  complaint  from  residents  in  the  district 
and  has,  as  has  been  the  case  for  a  number  of  years,  operated  as  a  weekly 
collection  service.  It  was  possible  to  extend  the  service  from  time  to  time 
to  empty  pail  closets  serving  individual  or  groups  of  houses  which  had  not 
previously  enjoyed  such  benefits,  and  this  practise  is  continuing  to  the  max¬ 
imum  possible  degree  so  far  as  vehicle  and  labour  time  permit. 

The  cost  of  the  service  so  far  as  can  be  ascertained  pending  balance  of 
the  Council’s  accounts  for  the  year  under  review  amounted  to  £29,278. 


The  approximate  unit  cost  of  collection  and  disposal  was  as  follows  : — 


Net  cost  of  collection  per  ton 
Net  cost  of  disposal  per  ton  ... 

Net  cost  of  collection  per  1,000  population 
Net  cost  of  disposal  per  1,000  population 
Net  cost  of  collection  per  1,000  premises 
Net  cost  of  disposal  per  1,000  premises 


£  s  d 
1  16  8 
3  9 

608  0  0 
63  0  0 
1843  0  0 
190  0  0 


(b)  The  Council  has  continued  to  operate  a  Salvage  Service  for  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  waste  paper,  rags  and  scrap  metal  but  the  difficul¬ 
ties  experienced  in  the  collection  of  these  materials  have  been  very  considerable 
and  the  weights  of  the  respective  materials  disposed  of  have  fallen  below 
those  of  immediate  previous  years.  However,  the  scheme  is  still  quite  a 
lively  one  and  is  being  operated  in  the  most  efficient  manner  possible  under 
the  prevailing  circumstances. 


(c)  “Keep  Britain  Tidy”  Campaign. 

By  means  of  advertisements  of  various  types  this  Campaign  has  been 
kept  in  the  public  mind  during  the  year.  Additional  litter  baskets  have  been 
provided  in  situations  needing  them  and  all  have  been  regularly  cleared  on  a 
weekly  basis.  The  lay-by  containers  provided  on  trunk  roads  by  the 
County  Council  are  also  cleared  by  this  department  as  often  as  is  necessary. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


The  importance  of  this  Service  cannot  be  overestimated  and  work  in 
connection  with  it  has  continued  unabated  throughout  the  year.  A  total  of  26 
contracts  was  entered  into  by  the  Council  for  the  clearance  of  rats  from 
agricultural  and  industrial  premises ;  most  of  these  being  of  one  year’s 
duration.  District  sewers  have  been  prebaited  and  treated  wherever 
necessary  as  also  have  all  refuse  tips  and  sewage  works  in  the  district. 


PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACT,  1928 


A  total  of  126  licences  were  issued  during  the  year  for  the  storage  of 
petroleum  spirit. 

I  made  mention  in  my  last  report  of  inspections  carried  out  by  Officers 
of  the  County  Fire  Brigade  of  all  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of  pet¬ 
roleum  spirit  and  referred  to  their  recommendations  as  to  the  need  for 
additional  fire  precautions  thereat.  The  majority  of  these  works  have  now 
been  carried  out  by  the  owners  or  occupiers  of  the  premises  concerned,  and 
there  are  now  comparatively  few  below  the  statutory  standard. 
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ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

Table  1 

DEPOSIT  GAUGES— RECORDS  OF  DEPOSITS 

Deposits  in  Tons  per  Square  Mile  per  Month. 


Month 

Fair  View,  Handsacre 
and  14  Millmoor  Ave., 
Armitage. 

Sewage  Works, 
Armitage 

Chadwick  Arms, 
Hill  Ridware 

January  . 

24.41 

11.29 

10.88 

February  . 

7.44 

4.70 

33.34 

March . 

8.04 

66.20 

6.49 

April  . 

36.82 

8.41 

7.47 

May  . 

— 

15.95 

11.46 

June  . 

_____ 

10.75 

12.03 

July  . 

12.00 

7.29 

18.82 

August . 

13.83 

8.21 

10.89 

September  . 

11.04 

13.88 

8.41 

October 

11.10 

11.55 

11.15 

November 

13.21 

11.79 

10.03 

December 

14.34 

9.86 

13.04 

Total  . 

152.28 

160.72 

154.01 

Monthly  Average 

15.23 

13.4 

12.83 

Table  2 

LEAD  PEROXIDE  GAUGES— RECORD  OF  SULPHUR  POLLUTION 

Weight  of  Sulphur  Trioxide  collected — in  milligrammes  per  100  square 

centimetres  per  day. 


Month 

Fair  View,  Handsacre, 
and  14  Millmoor  Ave., 
Armitage. 

Sewage  Works, 
Armitage 

Chadwick  Arms, 
Hill  Ridware 

January 

1.83 

2.30 

1.26 

February 

1.35 

1.79 

1.66 

March  . . 

1.55 

1.52 

1.22 

April  . 

1.22 

1.42 

0.85 

May 

— 

0.95 

0.77 

June  . 

_  * 

0.85 

0.77 

July  . 

0.32 

0.59 

0.87 

August . 

0.33 

0.54 

0.31 

September  . 

0.65 

2.54 

0.68 

October  . 

1.15 

1.30 

2.25 

November  . 

1.05 

2.42 

0.99 

December  . 

1.50 

2.15 

3.51 

Total  . 

10.95 

18.37 

15.14 

Monthly  Average 

1.01 

1.53 

1-26 

*  This  site  transferred  from  Fair  View,  Handsacre  to  14  Millmoor 
Avenue,  Armitage,  due  to  vandalism. 
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SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES 


During  the  year  the  carcases  and  offals  of  38,018  animals  were 
inspected.  The  amount  of  meat  and  offals  condemned  was  nearly  36  J  tons. 

The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  carcases  inspected  and  the  total 
weight  of  condemned  foods  during  the  year  : — 


CATTLE 

EXCLUDING 

COWS 

cows 

CALVES 

SHEEP 

AND 

LAMBS 

PIGS 

Carcases  inspected . 

3599 

2215 

1584 

23095 

7525 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

10 

73 

8 

60 

20 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

514 

706 

6 

550 

500 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci  ... 

14.28 

35.24 

0.89 

2.64 

6.91 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

16 

93 

— 

— 

91 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

0.47 

4.24 

0.06 

— 

1.20 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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DISEASED  MEAT  AND  OFFALS 

All  Diseases,  except  Tuberculosis  : 

CATTLE  :  Carcase  Meat 

Offal . 

CALVES  :  Carcase  Meat 

Offal . 

SHEEP  :  Carcase  Meat 

Offal . 

PIGS  :  Carcase  Meat 

Offal . 


Tons 

21 

7 


1 

1 


Cwts. 

8 

5 

6 

12 

14 

7 

14 


Qrs. 

3 

3 

2 

2 

2 

3 


Lbs. 

3 

24 

26 

8 

16 

12 

8 

6 


Tuberculosis  only  : 

CATTLE  :  Carcase  Meat 

Offal . 

CALVES  :  Carcase  Meat 

Offal . 

SHEEP  :  Carcase  Meat 

Offal  ...  . 

PIGS  :  Carcase  Meat 

Offal . 

TOTAL 


1 


10 

7 

1 


1  9 

2  25 

8 

1  2 


19 


36  10 


3  — 

3  16 


2  23 


SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM 

There  are  125  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  Ice  Cream  by  retail 
and  many  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  in  connection  with  these  with 
satisfactory  results. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

A  good  deal  of  time  was  devoted  to  inspection  of  food  premises 
registered  with  the  Council  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 
Generally  speaking  these  were  very  well  conducted  but  where  any  premises 
fell  below  the  required  standard  in  any  manner  the  shortcoming  was  rectified 
on  attention  being  drawn  to  it. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  to  these  premises 
was  230. 
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